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Rabbinic Reflections
By Rabbi Jarah

The Meaning of Israel Then and Now

The editor of a popular journal called Shma: A
Journal of Jewish Responsibility recently invited me to
participate in a roundtable conversation about the
upcoming holiday of Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israel’s
Independence Day to be published in the journal's May
issue. In the spirit of the yearly commemoration of
Yom Ha’atzmaut, which recalls the historic events that
led up to the establishment of the Jewish state, I urge
you to pick up a free copy of Shma in the synagogue
lobby (on the stairwell) and to consider subscribing to
this excellent journal.

As a Reconstructionist community, we inherit the
teachings of the movement’s founding rabbi, Rabbi
Mordecai Kaplan, whose writings about Israel and
Zionism deserve thought and study. In his book, The
Meaning of God in Modern Jewish Religion, first pub-
lished in 1937 and later revised and republished in the
60’s and 90’s, Kaplan wrote the following:

“If we regard God as the Life of the universe, the
Power that evokes personality in men and nations, then
the sense of the nation’s responsibility for contributing
creatively to human welfare and progress in the light of
its own best experiences becomes the modern
equivalent of the covenant idea.”

For Kaplan, the state of Israel — both as an ideal and
as a reality - represented our unique opportunity as a
people who are bound by our particular ethical tradition
to have a positive impact on a universal level, for all of
humanity. He understood that our unique position as
Jews, looking through the particularistic lens of
Judaism, could help us realize our role in the wider
world as one of humanistic philanthropy, in the sense of
promoting the welfare of others.

So often today, conversations about Israel are
predestined to become mired in the ugly paradigm of
conflict. But what would it be like if we could step back
twenty, forty, even seventy-plus years, and have a
conversation about Israel? How different would that
conversation be? Can we imagine it? This Yom

Continued on page 10

President’s Message
By Caryn Starr-Gates

MAY IS BLOOMING WITH EVENTS

Spring is finally here-the weather is warming, grass
is turning green and growing, flowers are blooming...and
so are some great events this month. I hope you will all
make an effort to come to the social gatherings and that
everyone will be at our annual congregational meeting on
May 22 at 1:00 p.m. We'll vote on the nominations slate
for next year’s board and discuss important topics from
finances to crafting a new vision of who we are in the 21t
century. Letters will go in the mail to our members about
the meeting.

On to the really fun stuff!! On Sunday, May 15 we are
delighted to be hosting author Maggie Anton, who wrote
the three-part series Rashi’s Daughters. Can you believe
it? Anton, here? Thank you SO MUCH to Jennifer Heise
and Sarah Fiedler for making this event happen. We'll
serve light refreshments as attendees hear what Ms.
Anton has to say about how she got so intrigued about
the three daughters of one of the Jewish world’s greatest
-ever scholars. Legend has it they were quite learned at a
time when women were not allowed to read sacred texts
... but did they? Find out about Anton’s research and the
books she wrote about these women. She will have books
available for purchase and will autograph your copy. The
event begins promptly at 2:00 p.m.; cost is $10 for
adults 18 and over (free for teens who wish to attend).

The other event we're looking forward to is on the
morning of May 22 (busy day!) when we host an Open
House at our Children’s Learning Center for area families

continued on page 8
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Reconstructionist Temple

Beth Israel
of Bergen County

34 West Magnolia Avenue
Maywood, NJ 07607

RTBI Board of Directors

Executive Officers

President: Caryn Starr-Gates
Vice President: Steve Weisfeld
Treasurer: Ray Hopp
Financial Secretary: Roz Altman

Recording Secretary: Rachel Ladutke
Board of Trustees

Membership: Linda Shapiro
Ritual: David Volin
Programming: Sarah Fiedler
Education: lvan Salinas

Sue Coleman
Norman Epstein

Social Action:
House & Grounds:
Fundraising: Jennifer Heise
Adult Education: Steve Ulin

Trustees-at-Large
Shirley Epstein, Marsha Weinsfeld

Special Chairs (non-voting)

Sunshine: Susan Coleman

Rabbinic Liaisons Gloria Lieberstein

Onegs: Alexandra Hanson-
Harding

Phone $quad: Leila Laufer

Yahrzeit reminderss Judy Baslaw

JRF Liaisons Roz Altman

Websites
Email coordinators
IT coordinators

Barbara Goodman
Jiirgen Burchfield
Mitch Rabinowitz

RTBI MISSION STATEMENT

Reconstructionist Temple Beth Israel is a
community of open-minded people who value
social justice, learning, full and equal participation,
and inclusiveness. Our worship services and
social action initiatives provide spiritual
experiences connected to sacred moments. Our
commitment to Reconstructionist Judaism
confirms our continuing evolution and growth as a
Jewish community in a changing world.

Rabbi Jarah Greenfield
Rabbi Jarah has a direct line for RTBI calls.
You can reach her at 201-838-9824.
You may also send email to: rabbi@rtbi-online.org
In the event of an emergency, please contact
Caryn Starr-Gates at 201-791-4694 or
carynstarr@yahoo.com

Oneg $habbat
A Delicious Way to Give to the Temple

Each of our member households is expected to sponsor an
oneg Shabbat ( “joy of the Sabbath ” ) after Friday night
services once during the year. Onegs—refreshments served
after the service—are sponsored for happy occasions such as
birthdays, anniversaries, and engagements; serve to
commemorate Yahrzeits and memorials; or can be sponsored
“just because.” AS PART OF YOUR MEMBERSHIP, YOU
MUST SPONSOR ONE ONEG EACH YEAR.

The sponsor is responsible for shopping and setting up the Oneg
( other members can help if you are not physically able to do it
yourself ). For your oneg, you should buy:
Cakes, cookies, pastries—parve and kosher dairy
There needs to be one parve, packaged choice
available.
Soft drinks, seltzer or other drinks—with a hechsher
Juice for Kiddush—marked as kosher
Fresh fruit (cut at temple with our knives, or
purchased from a produce-only or Kosher market )
Challah for Saturday morning
You 'll be sent a letter outlining how to set up, and there are
people to lend you a hand if you need one.

Please contact Alexandra Hanson-Harding at
ahh13@comcast.net to sponsor an oneg shabbat

KASHRUT POLICY

Our kitchen is kosher dairy.

All food brought into the temple for snacks, onegs

or meals should be parve (neutral) or dairy. You may
prepare food at home only if you have been certified by
the kashrut committee. Any prepared/packaged foods
(things in packages, jars, cartons, etc.) must have
a hechsher (Rosher certification) mark, such as OU,
Circle K, Star K or Chaf K.

Contribute to The Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
This vital fund is used to help
congregants who are in need or for other special
situations, at the rabbi’s discretion.

You may send donations to the

Rabbr’s Discretionary Fund ro:
The Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund—RTBI



More Simple Things We All Can Do To Help
- Stop Global Warming
. by Gloria Lieberstein

* 1. Eat locally grown food and fruits and vegetables

* that are in season. If the food doesn't have to

= travel far, there's less carbon dioxide from the

. trucks that ship it. .

. 2. Eat organic. The pesticides used on crops releases

- carbon contained in soil into the atmosphere.

* 3. Recycle more and buy recycled. Save up to

= 2,400 pounds of carbon dioxide each year just by .
recycling half your household waste. If interested, .

« speak to Gloria about a compost machine. .

. 4.Choose an efficient vehicle. A car that gets 20

. miles per gallon will emit about 50 tons of carbon

: dioxide over its lifetime. A car getting 40 mpg will

» emit half that much. When buying your next car,

= pick the least polluting, most efficient vehicle that

. meets your needs.

. 5. Drive smart. Get your engine tuned up and keep

. your tires inflated - both help fuel efficiency. If all

= Americans kept their tires properly inflated (and a

 government study shows that many don't), gasoline -

= use nationwide would come down 2 percent. A tune -

« -up could boost your miles per gallon anywhere

. from 4 to 40 percent; a new air filter could get you

* 10 percent more miles per gallon. .

* 6. Drive less. When possible, choose alternatives to

= driving (public transit, walking, car pooling) and

. bundle your errands together so you make fewer

. trips. .

. 7. Don't top off at the gas pumps. Do not overfill :

" your gas tank because spilled gasoline evaporates

* and contributes to air pollution. Also, in warm

= weather fuel expansion can cause overflow.

. 8. Choose clean power. Power plants are the single

. largest source of heat-trapping gases in the United

. States. If you live in a state where you can choose

* your electricity supplier, pick a company that gener-

= ates at least half its power from wind, solar energy

= and other clean sources. Even if you don't have the

. option to select a supplier, you may still be able to

support renewable energy through an option on

- your electricity bill (you can in NJ).

* 9. Get a home energy audit - Many utilities offer

= free audits (PSE&G does for some towns), which

= may reveal simple ways to cut emissions - sealing

. and insulating heating or cooling ducts, for exam-

ple. For a private

energy audit,

PSE&G refers you

to 866-657-6278.

10.Buy good wood -
(for your fireplace .
or for building). .
Buy certified wood *
to support sus-
tainably managed
forests, which can .
store carbon more |
effectively.

If you wish to donate to the Sunshine Fund,
call Sue Coleman at 201-837-1490.
When you give a donation with a message to someone,
a card is sent out by Sue to that person.
We ask for a $5 donation for a card .

TRIBUTE CARDS
For a donation of $18 or more, you can send
someone a tribute card for special recognition.

Send a check to RTBI, attn: Roz Altman, Tribute Card. You
can also contact Roz at rozzi0630@aol.com or 201-342-
1641. Include a note with the message you'd like in the
card, the name & address of the person it’s going to, and
how it should be signed. (The tribute card is an art card,
larger and nicer than the regular sunshine card.)
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P4 Book Club News

~
2 . OnMay 9, the club will discuss Hotel on the

Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford at

v Lella Laufer’s home.
~

Z On June 13, The Three Weissmanns of Westport
< by Cathleen Schine will be discussed.

z The July book will be Sense and Sensibility by
Jane Austen.
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NATHAN KITTNER

ATTORNEY AT LAW

131 MAIN STREET
HackeNnsack, NJ 07601

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

email:
VLSgrad@prodigy.net (201) 488-5565

FAX (201) 488-2335
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RTBI BIRTHDAYS
Happy Birthday to our
May Babies...

6 Harvey Mars
8 Brianna Nema
Jordan Falco,
and Sarah Fiedler
16 Larry Gates
17 Alec Falco
19 Kathy Cannarozzi
22 Bob Ouellette
24 Gene Coleman
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Caryn just sends out the emails.

Remember:
Every Day is Mitzvah Day

 Available for Life -

. Torah chanting A@i
Cycle events:

lessons

Bar and Bat

namings, funerals .
X & ] Mitzvah tutor **

/ Weddings, baby T \

Lo1s KITTNER
201.343.2107

RTBI's Congregational Cantor
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SUNSHINE

Condolences to the family of Mrs. Gert Arkus -
- Alma and Bill Katz
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Two plaques have been donated in honor of
Seymour and Dorothy Malkin. The plaques have been
hung on the right-hand wall of the sanctuary (as one
faces the bimah) near the rear entrance.

The plaque for Dorothy Malkin was donated by her
daughter Ann and her husband Josh Gottlieb.

The plaque for Seymour was donated by

o
o
o
o
o
o
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PLAQUES HONOR THE MALKINS
Eleanor Baker Malkin.

Steven A. Weisfeld, Member
of the Law Firm of

BEATTIE
PADOVANO, LLC

50 Chestnut Ridge Road
Montvale, New Jersey 07645
(201) 573-1810
www.beattielaw.com

ADS in the BULLETIN, Oy what a deal! }

Got a business? Take out an AD! An ad in the RTBI
bulletin will reach families throughout Bergen County.
Rates are reasonable; the ad will run monthly for one
year.

Yearly rates:
1/8 page $125 1/4 page $175

/2 page $250 tull page $300
Contact David Volin at rtbibulletin@yahoo.com or
201-794-1107 & he'll give you info about placing an
ad. Copy or logos should be submitted in electronic

format (email or on disc) when possible.




Celebrated author of “Rashi’s

Daughters” to speak at RTBI on May
15th, 2:00 p.m.

What would it be like to grow up as a Jewish girl in
the early Middle Ages? What if you were the

daughter of one of the most famous Torah scholars of
all time—and he taught you to study

Torah? Rabbi Salomon ben Isaac—Rashi—had no
sons, only daughters; but when he returned to Troyes,
France to take over his family's vineyard, he began to
teach his daughters Torah study

despite controversy.

Maggie Anton, in her book series “Rashi's
Daughters,” imagines the lives of the learned
Joheved, Rachel and Miriam as young girls, and later
as adult women. Her well-researched fiction sheds
light on a part of our Jewish heritage which is mostly
unknown.

We are pleased to have Maggie Anton at RTBI to
speak at a dessert party on May 15, 2011 at

2:00 p.m., with a book signing to follow
Requested donation for the event is $10.

Please pre-register with Jenne Heise
(jenne.heise@gmail.com); checks can be sent to RTBI,
attention Jenne Heise; mark “Rashi's Daughters” on
the memo line.

Donations of kosher desserts are very welcome.
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The annual JRF Evening of

Celebration
Ohel Together Under One Tent

JRF’s New York/New Jersey Regional
Celebration
Monday May 9, 2011 at the Museum of
Jewish Heritage

Please join our community as we honor our
Ohel honoree, Raymond Hopp.

To register for the event online or
purchase a tribute ad, please visit
http://www.regonline.com/2011_nynj_eoc
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FOR SALE

A friend of Caryn’s is relocating out of state from
Englewood and has a few high-quality items for sale.
Caryn has photos of these items if you wish to see them.

breat Raes,
2t J8rvice

breat Bank.

The Bank that puts Your Interast First

The value you demand. The personal attenton you deserve
The convenisnce you neec.

3
THE BERKSHIRE BANK

The Bank that puts jouwv indevest st
www berkbee i oo
517 Cedar Lane
Teameck, NJ 07666
(201) 287 - X8

Wodt e Deri ik com fur stdriamal baane ooatom
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1. Carolina daybed: Flint color with pop-up
trundle. Two mattresses included. Great condition.
Paid $624.00, will sell for $299.00 complete.
(Required disassembling head board and taking up a
flight of stairs.)

2. Edged glass top dining table: 54 inches, black
wood base, 4 matching black chairs. Great
condition. Paid $800.00, asking $350.00.

3. Green plush sofa and coordinating toss pillows:
$125.00. Must bring up one flight of stairs.

Contact Nancy at 201-233-3700 or
tennisl637@aol.com

Pew Plaques

Pew plaques are purchased in honor or in memory
of'a loved one. These lovely brass plates make
a lasting remembrance, and are attractive
and affordable at $100 each.

Contact the Epsteins at 201-836-6075 to order.

e



http://www.regonline.com/2011_nynj_eoc
http://us.mc447.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=tennis1637@aol.com

May Events

Friday, May 6
8pm Erev Shabbat Services
Cong. Cantor Lois leads

Saturday, May 7
10 am Shabbat Services
Cong. Cantor Lois leads

Friday, May 13
8pm Erev Shabbat Services
Rabbi Jarah leads

Saturday, May 14
10am Shabbat Services and Ali Torebka’s Bat Mitzvah
Rabbi Jarah leads

Sunday, May 15
2pm Maggie Anton, author of the Rashi’s Daughters
novels, speaks at RTBI

Friday, May 20
8pm Erev Shabbat Service
Cong. Cantor Lois leads

Saturday, May 21
No Services

Sunday, May 22

10:30am Hebrew School Open House/Scribe-apalooza
1pm Potluck Luncheon

2pm Annual Congregational Meeting

Friday, May 27

and

Saturday, May 28

No Services for Memorial Day Weekend

OTHER EVENTS

Monday, May 98 JRF Evening of Celebration

It's time for the New York/New Jersey Region's
annual celebration! This year's festivities will take place
at the Jewish Heritage Museum in New York City.

The 2011 theme is "Ohel: Together Under One
Tent." The honorees selected are individuals who have
contributed to creating a "Big Tent" for Judaism or
securing the ohel/tent that is their congregation. We
hope this theme helps to reinforce the message that
Reconstructionism remains an open tent for all who
value progressive Judaism. This year our community
honors Raymond Hopp, our treasurer who has worked
so hard to secure our tent.

Docent-led tours of Fire in My Heart: The Story of
Hannah Senesh will be available beginning at 6:00pm
with dinner and the program following from 7:00-
9:00pm. Information is at www.jrf.org.

Thursday, May 12

The Single Parents’ Network at the YM-YWHA of
North Jersey in Wayne, a new group for area single
parents with infants and school-age children facilitated
by Michelle Kaplan, meets for an adult-only event
beginning at 8 pm. Babysitting available, $7 per hour
for the first child, $1 for the second; free for members.
(973) 595-0100 ext. 237 or liebmana@ymha-nj.org

PEARL Conference Calls

The JRF’s PEARL Program is a series of free conference
calls on developing synagogue life. More information
and registration information is at www.jrf.org.

May’s schedule is:

The Dynamics of Growth: Outreach/Inreach, Marketing,
Branding and the Covenant of Membership I on May 4
at noon

Reconstructionism and Spiritual Life II on May 4 at
8pm

Yom Ha'atzmaut: Celebrating Israel- Reconstructing
Zionism and Civil Dialogue About Israel on May 10 at
noon

The Dynamics of Growth: Outreach/Inreach, Marketing,
Branding and the Covenant of Membership II on May
11at noon

Embarking on Strategic Planning: Mission, Vision, and
Values on May 16 at noon and again at May 23 at noon

0 SCRIABPRAL OOZAG6 T
SCRIBE PROGRAM ON MAY 22

Come One Come All!

OR.


http://jrf.org/node/3111
http://jrf.org/node/3108
http://jrf.org/node/3108
http://jrf.org/node/3109
http://jrf.org/node/3109
http://jrf.org/node/3106
http://jrf.org/node/3106
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President’s Message, Continued from page 1

D A

wishing to learn more about our great Hebrew school ”
program. I hope all our current CLC families will spread ﬁ Y d h rzcil t S ﬁ
the word and invite at least one family they know to
this Open House and here’s why. Visitors are welcome It is customary to attend services on the Shabbat
to come at 10:00 a.m. for a tour, find out what the
classes are doing, and then stay for ... Scribe-apalooza!!
Torah scribe Jay Greenspan returns to RTBI at 10:30
a.m. for an intergenerational, interactive program for . .
young and old. The whole community is welcome to Kaye Harding May 3 29 Nisan
watkch Jr?y demonlstraltle how scrolls ra:re n:jade, Eow Ee Anthony Spataro May 5 1 lyar
makes his special quills to write with, and see how he .
calligraphs Hebrew letters fit for a torah scroll. Edgar Rothschild May 8 4 lyar

Then at 12 noon, everyone is invited to stay for a Rhoda Brown May 11  7lyar

short potluck picnic lunch. We'll ask those who are Sylvia Shaffer May 20 16 lyar

staying for lunch to work with the picnic coordinator (to . .
be determined at time of writing) on what to bring. Morris Reisman May 20 16 lyar

Then at 1:00, our members are invited inside for our Frances Adler May 24 20 lyar

annual meeting. What a day! Pearl Heit May 27 23 lyar
Other items that are blooming in May: On Saturday,

May 7 Sarah Fiedler will debut as the newest member Pearl Fox May 30 26 lyar

of Team Torah, and on the weekend of May 13/14 we

will celebrate with the Torebka family as their daughter

Ali becomes bat mitzvah and on . Come support Sarah Remember, Hebrew days begin at sunset, so li

and Ali, make a minyan and celebrate with us over candles on the evening preceding the civil dat
these truly joyful occasions!

beforethe yahrzeit to say Kaddish.

Continued from page 1

Ha’atzmaut, I invite you to give it a try, if even in your
mind. Through this mental exercise, let’s allow
ourselves to hear Kaplan’s teaching as if all the current

circumstances in the Middle East pointed us clearly in
the direction of optimism, hope and generosity toward MayWOOd Pharmacy

others. If we guide ourselves through our imaginations ds - IS li
in this way, might we discover a new truth about an urgica uppiles

ourselves, about our people, about Israel? In my heart, We care about your health and well-being
I believe we can.
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bulletin Convenient hours
Is always the 20th of Monday-Saturday 9am-7pm
the month

. : . Sunday 9am-3pm
E-mail: rtbibulletin@yahoo.com Registered pharmacist on duty

We accept all major insurance plans plus
NN _NS_NE_NS_N_N_NE_NP_N_N_NE_NP_NS_N_NS_Ne_N_n_w_w_n_ M ed icare P art D a nd M ed ica ld

. Services include: Medication management,
A Loving Remembrance vaccinations, wellness consultations, and

A lasting and loving way to remember loved ones is with a free delivery
Yahrzeit Plaque. Beauti full crafted plaques contain r

name (Hebrew & English) and the Yahrzeit in both Hebrew
dates. Plaques are displayed on our large Yahrzeit pan 102 West Pleasant Avenue
Maywood, NJ 07607

The RTBI Member price is $150 per plaque.
For information on purchasing plaques, please
contact the ritual committee at Bb-7550. 201-880-5290




National Jewish LGBT Camp Weekend

Where are you going to ba June 17-19, 20117 Al Capital Retreat Centar for the
Mational Jewish LGBT Camp W askand would be the cormact answar.
Registration is increasing daily and you don't want to miss out on this amazing ¥
weoeekond. As Passover concludes, people will bagin to focus on the summer and s
what batter way to kick it off than at this one of a kind evani?
Sewvaral types of accommodations are availlable from private hotel rooms o group -
cabins, but to be able o have complete ability to selact your style of lodging, i
ragistar now, as they are assigned on a first-come first-served basis. :;;l
Participants will ba coming from all along the East Coast including Boston, Mew
York, Philadelphia, Baltimora, W ashingion DC, Fort Laudardala and Miami. Andwewve haard from
participants as far away as Los Angeales.

Ara you a cumrent college student or want to share housing options with friends? These are two of
the ways that you can reduce the cost of this incraedible weakand experiencea. Just ask us how.

Us=a your Passover gatherings to discuss this amazing event. For further information, visit us on the

wab at www_capitalretreat org. If you have any guestions, you can reach Richard W einstock,
Program Director, Mational Jewish LGET Camp W eckand at 240-283-6162 or

- - I i
Hawe a great Pesach!
www. capitalretreat org facebook com italratreat fwwiltior. italratreat
——

_S a '-.r' E Pardcipants cumently enrodled as a8 full tme student at.a8 colbege oF unibsersiay gusiisy for

the student discouneed price of §|ﬂ_ b
$‘| 00 This is a 5100 discount off the standard price.

Ofier Explres: May 15, 2011

0O SCR+ABPEAL OOZAO0 TO BE HEL

RTBI will host an Open House event for area families interested in learning more about
its Hebrew school on Sunday, May 22, as follows.

At 10:00 a.m., families will tour the building and get information about the
Sunday-session program for students in grades 1-7, and the Gan Katan (“little garden”)
preschool program which meets twice a month on Sundays.

At 10:30, Jay Greenspan, a torah scribe from Teaneck, will present “Scribe-apalooza,” a

free intergenerational, interactive program for children and adults on how torah scrolls

are written. Greenspan will explain how the parchment is prepared, demonstrate how

he makes his special quills for the unique calligraphy, and show attendees how to write
the Hebrew letters in the ancient style of the Torah and other sacred texts.

A picnic lunch will follow from noon until 1 p.m. which is open to all attendees of the
Open House and Scribe-apalooza events, so they may meet some of the temple
members and ask questions about the community.

Anyone who plans to attend the Open House or Scribe-apalooza—
please call ext. 4 to reserve your spot!

-y~



BLUE CARD MARATHON A SUCCESS
by Steve Taurke Joseph

I want to thank the donors from RTBI who
helped me raise $6,000 for the Blue Card
Jerusalem Marathon on March 25th, which
was held to benefit needy Holocaust
survivors. I completed the hill course in 3
hours, 38 minutes. The Marathon was an
amazing experience. Running through
history, listening to the calls for prayer, and
including my own prayer that we can learn
from history to make our tomorrows better.
The funds raised helped seven survivors with
various needs. Here are two stories of those
we were able to help:

Ms. G.S. was born in Miscoltz, Hungary in
1925. In 1944 when the Nazis invaded her
town, she managed to escape to Budapest
and went into hiding there. In August 1944
she was discovered and sent to Dachau labor
camp and then to Ravensburgh for slave
labor. After a few weeks she was sent to
Spandol and finally to Sacksenhaus where she
was liberated. Mrs. G.S. has been very
depressed since her husband passed away in
2003. Her own health is deteriorating rapidly
and she has been finding it harder and harder
to do things for herself. She had to get more
cleaning help and is spending most of her
days at doctor appointments. The Blue Card
is helping her by providing $200 per month
for her to meet her expenses because they
are higher than her income.

Ms. R.W. was born in 1924 in Satumare,
Romania. During the war she was subjected
to forced labor in the Kalusenberg ghetto.
She is completely dependent on several life
support machines.She lives with her
daughter and her family has set up an ICU
unit in her home. She has outstanding bills
close to $3,500 which we are helping her pay
for.

A Letter From Rabbi Dan Ehrenkrantz, RRC

Dear Friends,

Nearly two years ago, the Reconstructionist
Rabbinical College and the Jewish Reconstructionist
Federation came together to discuss our joint
mission: to enhance Jewish leadership, learning and
living in the 21st century. We knew that together we
could form an even more powerful force to advance
the Reconstructionist movement.

At a special meeting in Philadelphia on April 10,
lay representatives of the movement passed a
proposal to create a single organization—with a
united board made up of lay leaders and rabbis, a
united professional staff, and a single chief
executive.

Together, with your support, we have taken a
large and vital step. We look forward to taking on
the challenges and opportunities of contemporary
Jewish life with new vigor, as a unified organization.

The Reconstructionist movement, as you well
know, is built to evolve as times change. We have
been taught to approach our own evolution
creatively, thoughtfully and proactively. To unify
our organizations does just that. It will allow us to
use our resources more efficiently, expand our role
as an innovative leader in the Jewish community,
and encourage and sustain engagement in Jewish
life.

I look forward to our collaboration in the days
and years ahead.

L6Shal om
Rabbi Dan Ehrenkrantz
President, RRC

Tribute Cards

To Sue and Gene Coleman: Congratulations
on the birth of your granddaughter. From,
Norm and Shirey Epstein

To Ray Hopp: Congratulations on being the
RTBI JRF Honoree Award Nominee. From,
Norm and Shirley Epstein
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A Book of Recipes Gathered From

Holocaust Survivors
By Florence Fabricant

Recipe books based on the memories of
Holocaust survivors might seem to trivialize the
horror. But Dr. Ruth Westheimer, one of the
survivors featured in “Recipes Remembered: A
Celebration of Survival,” said that food represents
identity for these people who did not have a real
homeland. June Feiss Hersh interviewed more than
100 survivors and their relatives for the book, and
recorded their stories, food memories and recipes,
which she also tested. When the dish called for
ketchup or canned tomato soup, that’s what the
recipe included.

This lavishly illustrated book is divided by
geographic areas, including Greece, where there
was a Jewish community on the island of Rhodes.
Though the recipes from Polish survivors tend to
represent traditional Jewish cooking (kugel, gefilte
fish), there are plenty of new ideas to explore,
including an ltalian Sunday sauce, potato soup
made with a browned roux, a cabbage pie
wrapped in puff pastry and a feather-light
chocolate roll of exquisite simplicity.

The personal stories recount amazing
coincidences and moments of luck that led to
survival, often after internment at Auschwitz. The
immigrant experiences in places like Cuba as well
as the United States are also described, and indeed
influence the food.

Ms. Hersh added recipes from 26 chefs and
professional cooks, but these are unnecessary and
often irrelevant. The rich collection from the
survivors needed no help, especially when you even
have people like George Lang among the bona
fide contributors.

“Recipes Remembered: A Celebration of
Survival” by June Feiss Hersh (Ruder Finn Press in
association with the Museum of Jewish Heritage,
$36) is on sale on Sunday at the museum and at
bookstores. Article reprinted from The New York
Times.
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Mimouna

Jews rejoice on Passover to celebrate their
redemption from slavery in Egypt. Because of
Passover’s connection to redemption, there is
much hope that the final redemption will soon
be at hand (thus the inclusion of Elijah’s cup
at the Seder). At the end of the week-long
holiday, on the day after Passover, in order to
prolong the rejoicing and, many say, as a
means of asserting their faith in the final
redemption, Jews of North African origin
celebrate a unique holiday known as
“Mimouna.”

While some have suggested that the name
Mimouna derives from ma‘amoun, the Arabic
word for wealth and good fortune, others
connect it to the Hebrew word emunah, faith.
Taking the latter opinion one step further, the
name may be an Arabic adaptation of the
phrase, "Ani Ma‘amin” (I believe).

Rabbi Moses ben Maimon (Maimonides,
Rambam, 1135-1204) set forth the Thirteen
Principles of Faith, each of which begins with
the phrase "Ani Ma‘amin.” The twelfth
statement of faith is: “I believe with perfect
faith in the coming of the Messiah; and even
though he may tarry, nonetheless, I wait
every day for his coming.” The connection
between the Thirteen Maimonidean Principles
of Faith and Mimouna is further confirmed
since Mimouna is celebrated on the yahrtzeit
of Rabbi Maimon ben Joseph, the Rambam'’s
father (a great scholar in his own right).

The Mimouna holiday, which is most often
associated with Moroccan Jews but is
customary among many North African
communities, has no specific halachot (laws).
The customs, however, reflect the
community’s exuberant, joyful nature.

Tables are decorated, often with symbols of
luck and fertility (golden rings hidden in bowls
of flour, items set out in sets of five, and
sometimes live fish in bowls). Sweet
delicacies (made of chametz) are served,
particularly mofletta, a special pancake
served with honey.

-- reprinted from Jewish Tweets and Treats
(www.njop.org)
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